
  

In 2011, the Ministry of Health and 

Long Term Care (MOHLTC) 

requested Critical Care Services 

Ontario (CCSO) to lead a planning 

process to develop a 

comprehensive neurosurgical 

system to meet the needs of adult 

and paediatric patients across 

Ontario. As a part of this program, 

the MOHLTC also committed new 

nursing positions, including clinical 

Neurosurgical Outreach Nurse and 

Neurosurgical Nurse Educator 

positions, to support the 

management of specialized 

paediatric and adult neurosurgical 

patients.   

The Neurosurgery Education and 

Outreach Network (NEON) was 

established in May 2013 to work in 

collaboration with the Provincial 

Neurosurgery Advisory Committee 

to support the educational 

component of recommendations 

to better integrate access to 

neurosurgical services in the 

province.  Originally comprised of 

Nurse Educators and Program 

Directors from each of the 

province’s adult neurosurgical 

centres, their work formed the 

foundation for an educational 

outreach program designed to 

provide a wide breadth of 

education to non-neurosurgical 

centres on neurosurgical patient’s 

care across the continuum.  The 

expanded network has grown to 

include Clinical Nurse Specialists, 

Advanced Practice Nurses and 

Nurse Practitioners working in 

both adult and paediatric 

neurosurgery.   

The OUTREACHER Newsletter will 

be published two to three times 

per year to provide regional 

hospitals with Neurosurgery 

updates and education. 
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN YOUR 

LHIN! 
LHIN 2 

Critical Care/ED Orientation Neuro Day 

October 3rd, 2019 - Chatham Kent Health Alliance and Bluewater Health 

LHIN 3 & 4 

Critical Care Neurosurgical Education Days 8-4 

September 9 – Greater Niagara General Hospital 

September 16 – St. Catharines General Hospital 

September 23 – Welland General Hospital 

October 9 – St. Catharines General Hospital 

October 16 – Greater Niagara General Hospital 

October 23 – Welland General Hospital 

November 5 – Greater Niagara General Hospital 

November 14 – Welland General Hospital 

December 5 – Welland General Hospital 

Internal Medicine Repatriation Neurosurgical Educational Half Days 
0830-1330 

September 12 – Welland General Hospital 

September 20 – St. Catharines General Hospital 

October 2 – Greater Niagara General Hospital 

October 18 – Welland General Hospital 

Focus on Trauma Conference 

September 26 – Winona Estates, Stoney Creek 

LHIN 5&6 

Resuming September 2019: Trillium Health Partners’ Neuroscience 

Rounds, every Friday 0800-0900 hrs --- Webcasts available for viewing via 

OTN 

July 22nd & September 23rd: William Osler ED New Hires Orientation – 

Neuro Day 

July 23rd: Credit Valley Hospital – ED Disability Day – Revised CCSO 

Neurological Assessment Guidelines with case studies 

August 6th & 8th: Brampton Civic Hospital – Spinal Cord Assessment 

August 28th: Oakville-Trafalgar Memorial Hospital – Cervical Collar Care 

and Management Workshop 

September 12th, 19th, & 26th: Brampton Civic Hospital – Fall Education 

Day 2019 – Spinal Cord Assessment & Revised CCSO Neurological 

Assessment Guidelines with case studies 

 

 

 

 

Deep Brain Stimulation for Parkinson’s Disease 
(PD) 
 

 
(Modified from Edwards, Kouzani, Lee & Ross. Neurostimulation Devices for 
the Treatment of Neurologic Disorders. Mayo Clin Proc 2017;92:1427-1444) 

 
In the early stages of levodopa treatment, patients typically 
experience a smooth and even response to the medication 
but as the disease advances, however, the effect of levodopa 
begins to wear off approximately four hours after each dose, 
leaving patients anticipating the need for their next dose.  
 
Dyskinesia consists of abnormal involuntary movements that 
are usually choreic or dystonic, but when more severe, may 
be ballistic or myoclonic. Dyskinesia usually appears when 
the patient is "on" but occasionally occurs in the form of 
painful dystonia when the patient is "off" or in a "diphasic" 
pattern as the dopamine levels rise and fall ("beginning" and 
"end-of-dose" dyskinesia). 
 
Deep brain stimulation (DBS) is the most frequently 
performed surgical procedure for the treatment of advanced 
PD. DBS of either the subthalamic nucleus or the internal 
globus pallidus alleviates the motor fluctuations and 
dyskinesia associated with advanced PD. 
 
DBS makes no major lesion, but it requires intensive 
adjustments in the postoperative period and lifelong 
maintenance with need for battery replacement and risk of 
infection and hardware complications due to mechanical 
disruption. Since DBS produces a safe and entirely reversible 
physiologic effect without destroying brain tissue, DBS has 
largely replaced other surgical therapies (pallidotomy and 
thalamotomy) for treating patients with advanced PD. The 
most common serious adverse event was infection at the 
surgical site in the DBS group. 
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN YOUR 

LHIN! 
 

LHIN 7/8/9W/12 

All day Workshops 

September 3 – Mackenzie Health Centre 

September 6 – Lakeridge Health 

 

LHIN 9E/10 

Aneurysm Awareness in-service  

August 14 - Kingston Health Science Centre  

Neurological Assessment at their Skills Fair 

October 25th 28th 29th - Quinte Health Care Belleville General  

LHIN 11 

July 2019-Carleton Place Hospital-Collar care 

July 2019- Arnprior Hospital Collar care x2 days 

September 2019- Nursing Skills day-Winchester Hospital 

 

LHIN 14 

NEON/RCCR - Neuro/Critical Care Education Day  

September 18 Kenora – Lake of the Woods District Hospital 

September 19 Fort Frances – LaVerendrye Hospital 

September 20 Atikokan General Hospital 

October 9 Red Lake Margaret Cochenour Memorial Hospital 

October 10 Dryden Regional Health Centre 

October 11 Sioux Lookout – Meno Ya Win Health Centre 

Rural Trauma Team Development Course 

September 12, 2019  

Location: Sioux Lookout Meno Ya Win Health Centre 

To register:  
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/rural-trauma-team-development-
course-2138740292 

 

 

Guidelines for Basic Paediatric Neurological 

Observation 

Guidelines for Basic Paediatric Neurological Observation 

 

 

https://events.eventzilla.net/e/rural-trauma-team-development-course-2138740292
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/rural-trauma-team-development-course-2138740292
https://www.criticalcareontario.ca/EN/Neurosurgical%20Care/Guidelines%20for%20Basic%20Paediatric%20Neurological%20Observation-Revised%20Feb%202017.pdf
https://www.criticalcareontario.ca/EN/Neurosurgical%20Care/Guidelines%20for%20Basic%20Paediatric%20Neurological%20Observation-Revised%20Feb%202017.pdf
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When it comes to neurosurgical care in the Southwestern 

Ontario, LHIN’s 1 and 2 have a unique relationship.  Sarnia’s 

Bluewater Health is in the Erie St. Clair LHIN (LHIN 1) and 

patients who present there should receive their care at 

Windsor Regional Health (WRH).  However, Bluewater Health 

is geographically closer to the Neurosurgery, Ortho-Spine and 

Trauma programs at London Health Sciences Centre (LHSC), 

which is in the South West LHIN (LHIN 2).  This means that 

some neurosurgical-spine patients come to London. 

Windsor Regional Health now has two physicians who can 

perform neuro-vascular procedures, such as aneurysm coiling 

and clot retrieval after ischemic stroke.  Up until recently, 

WRH had only one physician with these skills.  When WRH is 

unable to perform clot retrieval, patients are sent to Henry 

Ford Hospital in Detroit.  Patients from Chatham-Kent Health 

Alliance get transferred to LHSC, where there are seven skilled 

MDs who perform neuro-vascular procedures.  The LHSC 

program operates on a 24/7 basis. 

Just as our hospitals and LHINs collaborate for neurosurgical 

services, so does the NEON team.  This past spring, Bluewater 

Health and Chatham-Kent Health Alliance shared resources to 

offer education to their critical care and emergency 

department nursing staff.  This was a first-time partnership.  

NEON was asked to assist with the neurological content of the 

education.  NEON members Sheila Hunt and Kim Salway, from 

the South West LHIN, and Jessie McKenzie, from the Erie St. 

Clair LHIN, were the instructors for the Neuro Day.  We 

enjoyed working together to create and deliver a fun and 

interactive learning experience.  Four nurses from Chatham 

and five nurses from Sarnia participated. 

Halo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Upcoming events 

 

 

 

Outreach in Action- LHIN 1 & 2 
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What’s New! 

1. Revised Basic Neurological 

Observation Guidelines 

2. Neurosurgery Consultation 

Referral Guidelines Version 2.0 

 Isolated Head Trauma 

 Brain Tumour 

 Intracerebral Hemorrhage 

 Spine 

Version 2.0 includes a QR Code that users 

can scan with their mobile device to 

access the Guidelines 

3. Halo Care 

 

Coming Soon! 

 Seizure Management 

 Spinal Cord Assessment video 

 Cauda Equina 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Please visit: 

www.criticalcareontario.ca 

For the latest neurosurgical 
guidelines and educational 

webinars 

 

 

Revised 

 

 

http://www.criticalcareontario.ca/
http://criticalcareservicesontario.com/Home/Algorithms
http://criticalcareservicesontario.com/Home/Algorithms
https://www.criticalcareontario.ca/EN/AboutUs/Strategic%20Direction/Ontario%20Critical%20Care%20Plan%20%282015%20-%202018%29/Documents/NEON_Halo_Device_%20Booklet_Dec.28_%202018_FINAL.pdf
file:///C:/Users/cranstom/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/7RDWC1BB/www.criticalcareontario.ca
https://www.criticalcareontario.ca/EN/Documents/BNO-Adult%20Guidelines-Revised-FINAL-20190507.pdf


 

 

LHIN Organization Neuro-Nurse Educator Clinical Outreach Specialist 

LHIN 1 Windsor Regional Hospital Jessie McKenzie Jessie McKenzie 

LHIN 2 London Health Sciences Centre Sheila Hunt Kimberly Salway 

LHIN 3/4 Hamilton Health Sciences Brenda Bousfield 

Klaudia Gogishvili 
Sera Nicosia 

LHIN 5/6 Trillium Health Partners Beverly  Espedido Caroline Booth 

LHIN 7/8/9W/12 University Health Network Andrew Pharbo Vacant 

LHIN 7/8/9W/12 St. Michael’s Hospital Vasuki Paramalingam Denise Ouellette 

LHIN 7/8/9W/12 Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre Lars Kure Catherine Morash 

LHIN 7 The Hospital for Sick Children Elisabeth White Elisabeth White 

LHIN 9E/10 Kingston General Hospital Marnie Cranston Vacant 

LHIN 11 The Ottawa Hospital Raizha Gramcko Dianna Hughes 

LHIN 13 Health Sciences North Sudbury Lisa Weiler Lindsay Roach 

LHIN 14 
Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences 

Centre 
Kevin Halabecki Kim Belluz 
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mailto:jessie.mckenzie@wrh.on.ca
mailto:jessie.mckenzie@wrh.on.ca
mailto:sheila.hunt@lhsc.on.ca
mailto:kimberly.salway@lhsc.on.ca
mailto:bousfbre@HHSC.CA
mailto:gogishvili@hhsc.ca
mailto:nicosia@HHSC.CA
mailto:beverly.espedido@thp.ca
mailto:caroline.booth@thp.ca
mailto:andrew.pharbo@uhn.ca
mailto:paramalingav@smh.ca
mailto:ouelletted@smh.ca
mailto:lars.kure@sunnybrook.ca
mailto:catherine.morash@sunnybrook.ca
mailto:elisabeth.white@sickkids.ca
mailto:elisabeth.white@sickkids.ca
mailto:marnie.cranston@kingstonhsc.ca
mailto:rgramcko@toh.on.ca
mailto:dhughes@toh.on.ca
mailto:lweiler@hsnsudbury.ca
mailto:lroach@hsnsudbury.ca
mailto:halabeck@tbh.net
mailto:belluzk@tbh.net

